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Generosity of Donors Enables Mt. Baker Chapter to Change 
the Lives of Whatcom County and Skagit Valley Residents

The Mt. Baker Chapter is Thankful for Critical Donor Support
The Mt. Baker Chapter has helped more than 360 people in disaster services this year, an 

increase of 59% over the last year. This lifesaving work was made possible by more than 350 Red 
Cross volunteers who donated 150,000 hours this year, helping and comforting people during their 
time of need. Nationwide, volunteers make up 97 percent of the American Red Cross workforce, 
allowing the Red Cross to operate with great efficiency.   

“The generosity of our donors enables the Red Cross to help change and save lives in our 
community everyday,” said Maureen Enegren, Executive Director of the Mt. Baker Chapter. “We are 
incredibly grateful for the compassion and support of our donors, put into action through the work 
of our dedicated volunteers.”  

The Mt. Baker Chapter has helped many members of Whatcom County and Skagit Valley this 
year – making our communities a safer place to live. This year, the Chapter has- 

•	responded to more than 65 local disasters, 60 of them home fires. 

•	trained 11,081 individuals in lifesaving skills like CPR, first aid 	
	 and how to use an automatic emergency defibrillator. 

•	trained 3,935 individuals, including school groups and businesses, 
	 in community disaster education – empowering people with the 	
	 skills and confidence to be ready for disasters and life’s emergencies.

•	provided 170 emergency messages, referrals and related services 	
	 to U.S. service members, veterans and their families through our 	
	 Services to the Armed Forces department.

“The lifesaving mission of the Red Cross is possible because of gifts 
of time and money from the people of Whatcom County and Skagit 
Valley,” said Wendy Hewitt, Financial Development Director. “We are 
committed to being good stewards of the gifts and trust that our 
donors place in us.”   

The Red Cross spends, on average, 91 cents of every dollar directly 
on humanitarian services. People can learn how their donations of time 
and money are at work, helping countless people in their community 
by visiting www.mtbredcross.org.

Serving Whatcom County & Skagit Valley

Whatcom County, Red Cross Motor Corp 
volunteer Olga Frombly Hawkins pictured in 

front of the Bellingham Federal Building, 1918.

The Mt. Baker 
Chapter of 

the American 
Red Cross 

Celebrates 90 years of 
service by hosting an 

Open House
On November 13th from 5-7pm 
the Chapter welcomed the 
public to join in celebrating 90 
years of service to Whatcom 
County and Skagit Valley. The 
Chapter opened the doors after 
hours and showcased current 
and historic programs with  
memorabilia. Response vehicles 
and a simulated shelter were on 
display for the public to view. 
Volunteers and staff were on 
hand to greet the public and 
provide information about the 
local services that the Chapter 
provides within the community. 

The celebration was held in the 
newly refurbished classroom 
area. Many individuals and 
businesses came together to 
help with the reconditioning of 
these classrooms and Chapter 
offices. Thank you to the 
following for making this event 
a success: Walkers Carpet One, 
Pearson Construction, RDS 
Disposal Service, Sherwin-
Williams, A-1 Pressure Wash-
ing, Circle K members, WWU 
Students. Thank you to Our 
House Deli & Bellingham 
Grocery Outlet for providing 
the refreshments to our guests!

Alcoa Sponsored 
Safety Whistles 

Distributed
Alcoa Intalco Works of 

Ferndale, WA, partnered with 
the Mt. Baker  Chapter of the 
American Red Cross to prepare 
its community during National 
Preparedness month. Alcoa 
funded a project led by the 
Mt. Baker Chapter to provide 
safety whistles to community 
groups in light of several 
lost hikers and community 
members this past summer. 

Whistles were presented 
to local groups such as the 
YMCA, Girl Scout troops, 
and Whatcom County Parks 
and Recreation. These safety 
whistles are to be used by 
their hiking groups. When lost, 
a person can yell for about 10 
minutes; but they can blow a 
whistle for days. It may very 
well be the thing that saves 
their life” says Laura Fields, 
Emergency Services Director 
at the Mt. Baker Chapter. 

The whistles are attached 
to safety breakaway lanyards 
and can be easily worn around 
the neck. Printed on each 
lanyard is a healthy reminder 
that, “Alcoa and the American 
Red Cross want you to be “Red 
Cross Ready.”

Whistles presented to the YMCA & Whatcom County 
Parks and Recreation Directors by Maureen Enegren 

from the Red Cross and Jodie Read from Alcoa

Mt. Baker Chapter 
Deploys Highly 

Trained Volunteers

Eight Disaster Services vol-
unteers were deployed from 
the Mt. Baker Chapter to the 
San Diego area to assist in 
Mass Care for victims of the 
California fires. Red Cross Mass 
Care supports sheltering and 
feeding of the victims and first 
responders. First responders 
are firefighters, emergency 
medical technicians and 
police. One of the many Red 
Cross volunteer duties is to 
help keep these hard working 
individuals hydrated and fed.

Trained Chapter Volunteers 
stand by 24 hours a day to be 
called to local and national 
disasters. Thank you to all 
who have participated in 
responding to this disaster. 
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Safe and Well
—When Affected, Get Connected—

1. Visit www.safeandwell.org

2. Register yourself as “safe and well”

3. Search for messages posted by those who register

When disaster strikes communication is often the first to go and the last to be resolved.
In the event of a disaster this site can be used to communicate your health status to anyone 
around the world. You can send a message of health and well being with a click of a button or 
search the database for someone’s status. Status can be updated at any time and is available to 
all public. Visit this website to learn more and don’t forget to tell your friends and family about it!

Visit www.safeandwell.org

Red Cross Volunteer instructor teaches 
First Aid and CPR.

A Red Cross Comfort Kit is delivered to an 
ARMY soldier.

Choose to make a tax deductible Year End Gift 
by using the enclosed envelope.  Thank you!

Red Cross provides food and hydration 
support to firefighters

San Diego fire devastation

Red Cross worker assists in shelter




