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Linnea Broker, Volunteer Services Director
Tom Burkland, Health and Safety Director
Sue Dralle, Health and Safety Assistant
Laura Fields, Emergency Services Director
Laura Fitzgerald, Development/Public 
	 Affairs Assistant
Jayne Heininger, Finance Director
Wendy Hewitt, Financial Development 		
	 Director
Tom Mautino, Operations Director
Roxanne Pierce, Office Operations Manager
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Ninety years ago Europe was at war and the U.S. was soon to join. The growing 
concern in Whatcom County for the approaching needs led to a petition for a 
new Red Cross Chapter. On February 15th the voices of Whatcom County were 
heard. The petition landed twenty-seven local signatures for membership. By 
March of that year, 1917, the Bellingham Chapter was chartered. By the War’s 
end, the Chapter had grown to over 15,000 members.

Since then our Chapter has…
• Provided and distributed flour and milk to local families during 
	 the depression.
•	In 1917 entered the local school district with a Junior Red Cross.
•	Formed the Gray Ladies (Nurses’ Aid) Corps. 
•	1934 became the Whatcom County Chapter.
•	Since the early 1960’s offered CPR and First Aid Training.
•	In 1983 developed a strong Disaster Services Department 
	 that is still growing and functioning; providing disaster 
	 relief to our community. The  Disaster Action Team of volunteers 
	 are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to respond to 
 	 emergency needs. 
•	Routinely deploy highly trained local Red Cross volunteers   
	 around the nation, to assist in natural or man made disasters. 
•	In 2004 expanded geographically to include Skagit Valley & 
	 changed the Chapter name to The Mt. Baker Chapter.
•	Currently has approximately 450 registered volunteers providing support and assistance in
	 every aspect of the Chapter operations. 

Today, the Mt. Baker Chapter is relied on 
to provide the same high quality responsive 
services of the past 90 years in Disaster 
Services, Health & Safety Education, as well 
as worldwide communication for Armed 
Forces Emergency Services, International 
Social Services, Community Outreach and 
Volunteer Services.  

The Mt. Baker Chapter is PROUD to serve 
Whatcom County and Skagit Valley, and sends 
a warm thank you for ninety years of support 
and involvement. 

Ready to Roll

READY… 
When the disaster call comes, equipment and 
supplies are now ready to roll and our responders 
can quickly be on-site, thanks to four new trailers 
recently added to the Mt. Baker Chapter’s fleet. 
Along with a trailer that was previously donated 
to the Chapter these additional four trailers 
will be stationed at locations throughout the 
Chapters vast geographical region. The trailers 
will be positioned in Marblemount, Point 
Roberts, Lummi Island, Mt. Vernon and at the 
Chapter Headquarters in Bellingham.

SET… 
These trailers are a result of a non-federal 
grant, received from the Washington State 
Military Department Emergency Management 
Division, for preparedness assistance projects. 
The trailers carry camp-stoves, pots and pans, 
tables, and supplies necessary to provide food 
and hydration wherever there is need, as well as 
tents that will shield from inclement weather.

Two of the trailers actually got their first use 
before they were even complete. The “bare-
bones” trailers arrived just in time to be pressed 
into action for our November floods, hauling 
and storing items for our shelters, hauling bulk 
supplies during the disaster phase and returning 
items afterwards. 

ROLL… 
More than a thousand volunteer hours went 
into the planning, outfitting and inventorying 
of these trailers. From Mary Stack who helped 
write the grant that got this project started, to 
the team members who painted the interior of 
the trailers, installed shelves, and purchased 
equipment. It was a huge project with very 
positive results for our community. Thank 
you Tom Richardson and Jay Walker, Material 
Support Services Technology Co-coordinators 
and over 30 volunteers for a great job. Volunteers 
like this are the backbone of this organization.

Geneva Elementary Helping Hands Club. 2006

Junior Red Cross Club of Whatcom Junior High School, 1948

Serving Whatcom County & Skagit Valley

Registration cost: $125/per golfer, $500/per foursome
Includes: greens fees, golf cart, dinner banquet

and tournament souvenir
u

Friday, June 22, 2007 — 1 pm
Shuksan Golf Club, 1500 E. Axton Road

u
Confirm your attendance by June 1

Email us at info@mtbakerredcross.org
360-733-3290 ext. 3018
360-424-5291 ext. 3018

Prizes* Contests* Silent Auction*

Sponsors can receive a complimentary foursome.
Contact us for more information!
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1940’s Red Cross in Bellingham parade

2006 Ski to Sea Parade

Local schools and their legacy 
with the Red Cross

Many schools throughout the past 90 years 
have reached out to give support to the Red 
Cross. The Junior American Red Cross began 
in 1917. At that time 100% of all county schools 
were supporting members of the Red Cross.   
Western Washington University has historically 
had a Red Cross Extension Club. More recently 
schools have participated in annual coin 
drives. A school wide coin drive was held by 
the Helping Hands Club of Geneva Elementary 
School in February. The students raised 
$740.52 for the Mt. Baker Chapter in support 
of efforts to provide relief to victims of disaster 
within our community. The Chapter would 
like to extend a warm thank you to the years 
of support the many local schools have given 
the Red Cross. Local schools can be involved in 
several ways within the Red Cross; F.A.S.T. (First 
Aid Station Team) the School Safety Initiative 
Program, Rally Round the Red Cross Coin Drive 
and Student Red Cross webpage fundraiser.  If 
you, your organization or school would like to 
be part of similar efforts, please contact us at 
info@mtbakerredcross.org. 






