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Ninety years ago Europe was at war and the U.S. was soon to join. The growing
concern in Whatcom County for the approaching needs led to a petition for a
new Red Cross Chapter. On February 15th the voices of Whatcom County were
heard. The petition landed twenty-seven local signatures for membership. By
March of that year, 1917, the Bellingham Chapter was chartered. By the War’s
end, the Chapter had grown to over 15,000 members.

Since then our Chapter has...

¢ Provided and distributed flour and milk to local families during
the depression.

¢ In 1917 entered the local school district with a Junior Red Cross.

* Formed the Gray Ladies (Nurses’ Aid) Corps.

¢ 1934 became the Whatcom County Chapter.

e Since the early 1960’s offered CPR and First Aid Training.

¢ In 1983 developed a strong Disaster Services Department
that is still growing and functioning; providing disaster
reliefto our community. The Disaster Action Team of volunteers
are on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to respond to
emergency needs.

¢ Routinely deploy highly trained local Red Cross volunteers
around the nation, to assist in natural or man made disasters.

¢ In 2004 expanded geographically to include Skagit Valley &
changed the Chapter name to The Mt. Baker Chapter.

e Currently has approximately 450 registered volunteers providing support and assistance in
every aspect of the Chapter operations.

1940’s Red Cross in Bellingham parade

Today, the Mt. Baker Chapter is relied on
to provide the same high quality responsive
services of the past 90 years in Disaster
Services, Health & Safety Education, as well
as worldwide communication for Armed
Forces Emergency Services, International
Social Services, Community Outreach and
Volunteer Services.

The Mt. Baker Chapter is PROUD to serve
Whatcom County and Skagit Valley, and sends
a warm thank you for ninety years of support

2006 Ski to Sea Parade and involvement.
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